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(a) providing akolid, uncured, photocurable printing plate comprising: 

1) abacjcing; 

2) a photocurable layer on said backing having a low absorbance of 
radiation at a selected wavelength in the range of 300-400 nm and an 
initiator ^ptivatable at the selected wavelength; and; 

3) an ultra-viblet radiation absorbing layer over said photocurable 
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layer, said absorbing layer comprising a polymeric matrix and a 
dopant having a high extinction coefficient in the wavelength range 
of 300-400 nm, wbfSrein said ultra-violet radiation absorbing layer is 
capable of being pWoa^ted by a laser operating at a first energy 
level in the wavelength of 300-400 nm, and wherein unablated areas 
of said absorbing layer are capable of absorbing substantially all 
irradiated light imthe wavelength range of 300-400 nm from an 
ultra-violet light source operating at a second energy level lower 
than said first energy level; 

(b) photoablating said absorbing layer using a laser, thereby providing ablated 
and unablated areas forming an image; 

(c) flood exposing said laser imaged printing plate to UV light in the 
wavelength of 300-400 nm, without a negative, thereby curing the 
photocurable layer in areas undjer ablated areas of said absorbing layer; and 

(d) developing said exposed, laser-ipiaged plate. 
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1 1 . The method of claim 10 whereif the dopant is 2,2',4,4'- 
tetrahydroxybenzophenone; 2,2'<lihydroxy-4,4 , -dimethoxybenzophenone; or mixtures thereof. 

12. The method of claim 10 wherein unablated areas of said absorbing layer are 
capable of absorbing at least 97% of irradiated ultra-violet light in the range of 300-400 nm at 
said second energy level. 
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1 3 . The metho/fi^ clair/ 1 0 wherein the uncured printing plate further 
comprises a photocurable overc<ktj^er disposed between said photocurable layer and said 
radiation absorbing layer, said overcoat layer having a low absorbance of radiation at the selected 
wavelength and an initiator activatable at the Selected wavelength. 
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14. The method of claim 12 wherein the uncured printing plate further 
comprises a photocurable overcoat layer dis oosed between said photocurable layer and said 
radiation absorbing layer, said overcoat layer having a low absorbance of radiation at the selected 
wavelength and an initiator activatable at th e selected wavelength. 



DOCKET NO.: POLY-1193 



PATENT 



Conclusion 



Applicants submit that the claims are in condition for allowance, and an early 



Office Action to that effect is earnestly solicited. 
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